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The Prince and the Pauper
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ne could do a lot worse than to summarise The Prince and

the Pauper in the very words of the author when he was
planning it:

“Edward VI & a little pauper exchange places by accident a day

or so before Henry VIII’s death. The prince wanders in rags &

suffers hardships & the pauper suffers the (to him) horrible

miseries of princedorn, up to the moment of crowning, in

Westminster A b b e y, when proof is brought & the mistake

rectified.”

There are two heroes of the story, Tom Canty, the pauper and
Edward Tudor, the prince, two ten-year-old boys who look very
much alike. Tom Canty is forced to beg by his father, and dreams
of being a prince. One day he walks past the palace where, by
chance, the prince rescues him from the guards and takes him
into the palace. On a whim. the prince and the pauper then
change clothes and, as a result, change each of their lives
forever. The scene oscillates between Tom, mistaken for the
prince and unable to persuade people he is a pauper, and
Edward, with the reverse predicament. Each rapidly decides that
their former life was better – Tom because of the friendship and
the games of his real life and Edward because he could order
people around.

Edward has several adventures as he tries to get back to the
palace. He is beaten by Tom’s father, and falsely accused of theft,
then helped by a dispossessed landowner, Miles Hendon.

Meanwhile, Henry, Edward’s father and king of England, dies
and plans are made for Edward’s – actually Tom’s – coronation.
In the nick of time Edward arrives, proves his identity and all the
good characters live happily ever after.

Mark Twain was born Samuel Langhorne Clemens in the small
town of Florida, Missouri, in the USAon 3Oth November 1835. He
started telling stories early in his life and had already acquired a
reputation as a teller of tales before the age of 12. At that time the
death of his father led to Samuel leaving school and being
apprenticed to two printers. At 16 he left to work as a compositor
and writer on his brother’s newspaper, the Hannibal Journal. He
had his first story, a comic piece, published when he was just 17.

When he was 18, he left to begin a new life on the road. He
worked as a printer in many cities including New York, then
returned to his roots. He learnt the trade of steamboat pilot on the
Mississippi River from Horace Bixby but the outbreak of the
American Civil War (1861–1865), resulted in the stoppage of
traffic on the river and Samuel volunteered for the army of the
south.

However, he was not cut out to be a soldier and soon left to try
silver mining and gold mining in the west. He was still writing, and

on February 3rd 1863, he invented the pseudonym Mark Twain, a
Mississippi River phrase meaning the water was two fathoms
deep.

He moved to San Francisco, in 1864, and met two American
writers, Artemus Ward and Bret Harte, who encouraged him a
great deal. In 1865 he published a short story, and became an
overnight success. In 1867 he visited Europe and in 1870 he got
married. In the midst of his fame and fortune, he published The

Adventures of Torn Sawyer (1876) based on his memories of his
boyhood on the Mississippi River, and the sequel The Adventures

of HuckleberryFinn (1884), which is considered his masterpiece.
These stories are basically adventures, but they contain elements
of social comment that dominate The Prince and the Pauper.

Mark Twain made clear in his planning for the story that the novel
would have an underlying thread of social comment:

My idea is to afford a realizing sense of the exceeding severity

of the laws of that day by inflicting some of their penalties upon

the King himself and allowing him a chance to see the rest of

them applied to others. All of this is to account for certain mildness

which distinguished Edward VI’s reign from those that preceded

and followed it.”

In other words, this novel could be the very first piece of faction,
a melding of fiction with actual or possible fact. It is set in
sixteenth-century England, during the reign of King Henry VIII. –
a time when the gulf between the rich and the poor was vast. The
action takes place in and around London, with the sharp contrast
between the mean, dirty streets and the royal palace.

The ease with which Tom becomes Edward and vice versa
reveals Twain’s underlying purpose. Once the clothes have been
exchanged the two have changed identities as far as even their
nearest and dearest are concerned. In other words, we recognise
people by the image they present and not for any innate or
learned qualities. Perhaps Twain is also saying that we become
the image we present. In other words, Edward is born a prince
and becomes a prince in terms of his behaviour and in a similar
way Tom’s birth and upbringing determine his behaviour.

The story is also about learning. Edward learns about the
suffering of his people and becomes a better ruler. It is less clear
what Tom learns, unless it is inherent in the old adage about the
grass always being greener on the other side of the hill.

The idea of two people changing identities remains a potent one
in fiction today. Countless movies have depicted two friends
changing identities, a father and a son, a mother and daughter, a
boy and his dog, etc. It seems we are as fascinated today by the
theme of appearance and reality as Twain was.
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The following teacher-led activities cover the same

sections of text as the exercises at the back of the

Reader and supplement those exercises. For

supplementary exercises covering shorter sections of the

book, see the photocopiable Student’s Activities pages of

this Factsheet. These are primarily for use with class

readers but, with the exception of the discussion and

pairlgroupwork activities, can also be used by students

working alone in a self-access centre.

ACTIVITIES BEFORE READING THE BOOK
1 Ask students if they have read any books or seen any

movies in which two people swap identities. If so, can
they remember a funny or sad scene and how the
story ended. 

2 Explain to students that in the story a prince becomes
a pauper and pauper becomes a prince. Put students
into two groups. Each group is one of the characters
and has to make a list of things they will like and
things they will hate about the other person’s life.

ACTIVITIES AFTER READING A SECTION 

Chapters 1–5

1 Ask students to work in groups to make a list of the
strange things which each person did – things which
made people believe that Edward was mad and Tom
was ill. 

2 Put students into pairs to role play one or both of the
following conversations.
(a) Tom’s mother talking to Father Andrew about

strange things which ‘Tom’has done since he
came back from the palace.
Mother – Make some more things up.
Father Andrew – try to suggest reasons for the
strange behaviour

(b) Lord Hertford telling the king about strange things
which ‘Edward’has done since the boy left.
Lord Hertford – Make some more things up.
The King – try to suggest reasons for the strange
behaviour

Chapters 6–10

1 Ask students to discuss these questions about the
information in Chapter 7 in pairs.
(a) Why did John Canty hit Father Andrew?
(b) What did Edward say to Tom’s mother?
(c) Who thought Edward’s words were funny?
(d) What happened to Father Andrew?
(e) How did Edward get away from John Canty?

2 Remind students that in Chapter 10 Tom wants to
change some things. Ask students to make a list of
the things he wants to change.

3 Remind students that Tom thinks Cheap Street is
better. Ask students to work in pairs to think of
reasons for this. Elicit ideas and make a list on the
board.

Chapters 11–15

1 Ask students to work in fours to role play the scene
with the woman and the chicken. The characters are
Edward, Miles, Hugo and the woman.

2 Remind students that Edward has to prove his identity
by thinking of a question that only he would know the
answer to. Ask each student to think of a question
which would convince their parents of their identity.
Example: Where did we go on holiday last year? Elicit
ideas and get other students to object if there is an
easy way for an impostor to know that information.

ACTIVITIES AFTER READING THE BOOK
Ask students to work in groups and discuss what
happened to people at the end of the story.
Write the list of main characters on the board as follows:
Tom, Miles, Arthur, Basil, John Canty, Tom’s mother and
sisters, Edward

It will be useful for your students to know the following new words.

They are practised in the ‘Before You Read’sections of exercises at

the back of the book. (Definitions are based on those in the
Longman Active Study Dictionary.)

Chapters 1–6
banquet (n) a formal meal for a lot of people

beg (v) to ask people for food or money to live on

bow (v) to bend your head or the top part of your body forward as a
sign of respect 

crowd (n) a large group of people in one place

gate (n) the part of a fence or outside wall that you can open and
close like a door 

king (n) a man from a royal family who rules a country

lady (n) a woman from a high social class

lord (n) a man from a high social class

mad (adj) mentally ill

order (v) to officially tell someone that they must do something 

palace (n) a large house where a king or queen lives

pauper (n) an old word for a very poor person

poor (adj) having very little money and not many possessions 

prince (n) the son of a king or queen

prison (n) a building where criminals are kept as a punishment

seal (n) a piece of metal with an official mark that is put on a
document to prove that it is official

servant (n) someone whose job is to live in another person’s house
and do cleaning and cooking, etc.

soldier (n) a member of the army, especially someone who is not
an officer 

sword (n) a weapon with a long sharp blade and a handle
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Look through the pictures in the book. Work in pairs.
Discuss these questions?
1 What is strange about the boy in the pictures?
2 Can you explain this strange thing?
3 Can you work out what the title of the book means?
4 What do you think happens in the story – in one

sentence?

Chapters 1–5

1 Who are these people from Chapter 1 and 2. Match
each person (a–i) with one of the descriptions (i–ix).
(a) King Henry
(b) Tom
(c) Canty
(d) Edward
(e) Tudor
(f) John
(g) Father Andrew
(h) Bet
(i) Elizabeth
(i) a friend of Tom’s.
(ii) one of Edward’s sisters.
(iii) one of Tom’s sisters.
(iv) The family name of the poor boy.
(v) The family name of the rich boy.
(vi) The father of the rich boy.
(vii) The first name of the poor boy.
(viii)The first name of the rich boy.
(ix) the first name of Tom’s father.

2 Complete these sentences about the information in
Chapter 3. You can use each preposition or adverb
once.

at   away   by   for   from   in   inside   into   of   out
outside   on   through   to   under   up   with

(a) One day Tom walked ... the streets of London –
(b) – and ... the city walls.
(c) He came ... the palace.
(d) Tom arrived ... the gates.
(e) The soldiers shouted, ‘Get away ... the gates!’
(f) And they pushed him back ... the crowd.
(g) The prince came to the gates on the …
(h) ‘Open the gates. Bring him ... .‘ he said.
(i) The prince took Tom ... some great stairs and he

ordered food.
(j) When the food arrived, Tom opened his mouth but

no words came ....
(k) Edward sent the servants ... and Tom ate.

(I) ‘My father doesn’t work so I have to beg ... money,’
Tom said.

(m) ‘Do you play… the other boys?’ the prince asked.
(n) ‘Yes, of course.’ said Tom. ‘We play ... the river. I

am always the prince.’
(o) The prince looked out ... the window. ‘I would like to

be a poor boy.’he said.
(p) Let’s change clothes,’ he said, and he put ... on

Tom’s old thin trousers and shirt.
(q) Then he took something round and heavy and put 

it ... a large cup on the highest shelf.

3 Match the sentences (a—f) and replies (i–vi) from
Chapter 4.
(a) Open the gates. Quickly!
(b) I am Prince Edward, Prince of Wales
(c) He’s mad. Let’s follow him.
(d) Bring your teacher here. I am Prince Edward.
(e) Give me my money.
(f) Are you his father?
(i) And I am the King of England.
(ii) Do not give orders to the king’s soldiers, boy!
(iii) His father. I am your father, you stupid boy.
(iv) No. Mad people are dangerous.
(v) Ow! You’re hurting me.
(vi) This boy is mad. He wants a fight.

4 Tom did a lot of strange things in the palace (Chapter
5). Match the beginnings (a–f) and endings (i–vi) of
these sentences about the strange things.
(a) Tom ran back into his room
(b) Tom came out from behind a chair
(c) Tom said,’I am a pauper
(d) Tom asked King Henry,
(e) Tom answered a question in Latin but
(f) Tom said, ‘I can’t remember.
(i) ‘Are you the king, sir?’
(ii) and bowed to the beautiful girl.
(iii) and I would like to go home.
(iv) and shut the door when the servants bowed to him.
(v) did not answer a question in Greek.
(vi) I don’t have the seal.’

Chapters 6–10

1 These sentences are about the information in Chapter
6. But the word or phrase in italics is wrong. Change it
to an opposite word or phrase.
(a) There were stairs from the Palace of Westminster

up to the River Thames.
(b) Soldiers sat on the right and left of the stairs.
(c) The people of London were in the houses by the

river.
(d) This morning was the Prince’s Banquet at the
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Guildhall down the river.
(e) The land shone with the colours of the boats, the

crowd and the lights.
(f) At the top of the stairs, the king’s boat waited.
(g) Suddenly, the great doors of Westminster Palace

closed.

(h) Everybody was noisy.

(i) Lord Hertford came out last.

(j) Other lords and ladies followed and then Tom went

in.

(k) ‘Oooh!’ said the crowd and then they shouted ‘Die

Prince Edward!’
(l) Tom wore black.

(m) When he saw the river, he nearly laughed.

(n) He thought about his games in its clean water with
his friends.

2 Who, in Chapter 8, said these things? Who did they say
them to?
(a) Open the doors! I want to come in.
(b) Get back, you stupid boy.
(c) That boy in there is a pauper, not a prince.
(d) I will help you.
(e) Kill them!
(f) Stand back! The king’s First Lord is coming past.
(g) Your Majesty. I am sorry. The king, your father is

dead.
(h) Long live the king.

3 People say some things in Chapter 9 that are not true.
Are these sentences true or false?
(a) King Henry is dead.
(b) So now I am king.
(c) He is my son.
(d) He isn’t my father.
(e) I will order a banquet from your servants.
(f) Your banquet is ready,Your Majesty.
(g) My father is Sir Richard Hendon.
(h) I name you Sir Miles Hendon.
(i) He has funny ideas in his head.
(j) A young man came here.
(k) Meet Miles Hendon in Southwark.
(I) The boy is in danger.

Chapters 11–15

1 Match the adectives and nouns to make phrases from
Chapter 11.
(a) cold and unfriendly (i) bag
(b) small (ii) chicken
(c) dark (iii) crowd
(d) ugly (iv) eyes
(e) stupid old (v) house
(f) hungry (vi) man
(g) dry (vii) man
(h) poor young (viii) mouth
(i) nice (ix) room
(j) hot (x) servant
(k) bus (xi) smile
(I) large (xii) stomach

(m) fine fat (xiii) street
(n) back (xiv) sun
(o) angry (xv) town square
(p) good (xvi) trees
(q) young (xvii) woman

2 Tell the story of Chapter 11, using the phrases from
Exercise 1

3 Match the questions (a–f) and answers (i–vi) about the
information in Chapter 12.
(a) What did Arthur say when he saw Miles?
(b) Who sent the letter about Miles’death?
(c) Where is Sir Richard, Miles’ father?
(d) Why won’t the servants know Miles?
(e) Who is Arthur going to marry’?
(f) Why are Miles and Edward in prison?
(i) Arthur
(ii) Because Miles had a fight with Arthur.
(iii) Because they are all new.
(iv) He is dead.
(v) Lady Edith
(vi) Who are you?

4 Discuss these questions in pairs.
(a) What did Basil tell Miles about his father and his

brother?
(b) What did Miles tell Basil to do?
(c) What did Arthur tell the judge?
(d) What did the judge tell Arthur?
(e) What did the judge tell the soldiers?

5 Put these events in order from Chapter 14.
(a) A solder told Sir Humphrey about Edward and

Miles.
(b) Edward and Miles went to Westminster Palace.
(c) Edward answered the question and Lord Hertford

went to the King’s room.
(d) Edward gave the letter to Lord Hertford.
(e) Edward wrote a letter.
(f) Everybody bowed to Edward – well, nearly

everybody.
(g) Lord Hertford asked Edward a lot of questions.
(h) Lord Hertford came back and said ‘The king is the

pauper. The pauper is the king.’
(i) Sir Humphrey remembered Miles’ name.
(j) The soldiers brought Edward and Miles to Tom.
(k) Tom asked Edward about the letter.
(I) Tom could not answer the question in Edward’s

letter.
(m) Tom ordered Sir Humphrey to bring the boy to him.

Work in pairs. Discuss these questions.

1 Did you guess the ending? When?

2 Who do you think learnt most from the adventure?

3 Whose life changed most after the adventure? In what
ways?

Activities after reading the book


